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and retired more frequently to his laboratory,
where he was reported to be " running a process
for the fixing of mercury."

In the first month of the New Year, the gouty
condition began to yield slowly to treatment. On
^the ist of February, the weather being perishingly
cold, he went driving with his trusted servant.
Lord Ailesbury, and ec at supper did eat with an
excellent stomach - and one thing very hard of
digestion, a goose egg, if not two/5 Many years
after, Ailesbury would remember this night.
" I shall be most happy this week,55 his master had
remarked to him, in reference to his new palace.,
" for my building will be covered with lead " ;
and Ailesbury, recording the incident in his
memoirs, would add : "In less than seven days
his dead body lay in its leaden shell." Evelyn,
too, would remember it. cc I can never forget/* he
says, " the inexpressible luxury and prophaneness,
gaming and all dissoluteness, and as it were total
forgetfiilness of God (it being Sunday evening)
which I was witness of, the King sitting and toying
with his concubines, Portsmouth, Cleveland, and
Mazarin, etc., a French boy singing love-songs :
in that glorious gallery, whilst about twenty of the
great courtiers and other dissolute persons were at
Basset round a large table, a bank of at least
2000 in gold before them.59 Charles never